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to make us share their views of nature and of man,
discover that they are flagrantly out of harmony
with themselves. It is understood that they do
not write for the benefit of human beings. The
latter interest them very little. They are working
solely for fame. But fame is one of the most futile
things in life. Their existence being suspended
from one of the most fragile branches of the tree,
they give cause for laughter when we see them
amusing themselves by cutting the trunk and
destroying the roots.

A genuine pessimist is logical only in suicide.
Despoiled of all phraseology, what is pessimism?
A theory, according to which " non-existence" is
of greater worth than existence. Then why
labour, why maintain the breath of our souls,
why grieve, suffer, weep, and lament, why delay
the deliverance of the "non-existence"?

Optimism believes the contrary. The pleasures
and the good things of life outweigh the ugly,
mournful, and defective ones. Finding life toler-
able, it expects to render it still better. It installs
itself on earth as a careful cultivator of earth's
blessings. Its belief justifies its life, and also
justifies its troubles, its disappointments, its joys.

Pessimism is inconsistent even as respects its
motives for dissatisfaction. It mourns where it